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Refined graphic styles
Apply sets of attributes to objects and text as a single graphic style, layering and combining 
styles for unique effects. The Graphic Styles panel provides new functionality that includes 
an option to preview all your styles on the seleted object or group of objects. It’s now easy to 
choose a style without having to actually apply it.

The Graphic Styles panel and the Appearance panel work hand in hand, supporting creation 
of complex styles that can be quickly applied without destroying an object’s original 
appearance. Add a new style while pressing the Option key (Mac) or the Alt key (Windows) 
and observe that it doesn’t replace the object’s existing appearance. To see all the attributes 
that make a graphic style, click on the style and find its attributes listed in the Appearance 
panel—each easily edited.

Illustrator CS4 makes graphic styles even more attractive with a new library of prebuilt 
styles to jump-start your creative exploration. New libraries include sets of effects such as 
pre-set blurs and drop shadows that you can add without affecting fills. And, of course,    
you can generate your own libraries of graphic styles that you can use again and again.

Create new graphic styles by 
selecting multiple attributes 
in your Appearances panel.

Thumbnail previews show 
you the style on your selected 
object, even on live text. 
Change style attributes in the 
Appearance panel and text 
still remains editable.

Edit attributes of a graphic 
style in the Appearance panel, 
then quickly redefine your 
style or create a new one.

New style

In this example, see how only four steps can create a soft, mixed shape. Use the Blob Brush tool to 
draw a red-filled object. Click a Graphic Style such as Airbrush 2 while pressing the Option key (Mac) 
or the Alt key (Windows) . Draw a blue-filled blob. Click Airbrush 2 again while pressing Option or Alt.
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Clipping masks demystified
Work with masks more easily, thanks to true WYSIWYG behavior. Now, when the clipping 
object or group is selected, you will see only the clipped area (the visible parts of your 
objects). Edit the masking object in Isolation Mode or choose to make it visible using the 
Clipping Path menu options. Plus, with the buttons in the Control panel for Edit Clipping 
Paths and Edit Contents, you have truly intuitive choices for viewing and editing both your 
masks and masked objects.

Separations preview
Help ensure flawless printing using the new Separations Preview panel. Avoid color output 
surprises such as unexpected spot colors, unwanted overprinting, overprints that don’t 
overprint, white overprinting, and CMYK blacks in text and placed files. The Separations 
Preview panel displays a list of spot and process colors; you can choose to display individual 
colors for previewing color separations onscreen. Illustrator CS4 continues the tradition of 
improving print support so you can deliver artwork that prints more reliably than ever.

Check how your color separations 
will look using the Separations 
Preview panel. See the preview 
on your artboard while you work.

Clipping path or 
mask object

Quickly switch from editing 
mask to editing contents.

Clipping path is easily edited, 
with clipped area visible.

Clipped contents 
or masked group
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Creative Pro Online Services
Connect to the power of the online community through your creative desktop. New online 
services accessed from within Adobe Illustrator CS4 let you search for help and get answers 
from the online community; share your screen with colleagues or clients in a few quick 
clicks; get color inspiration from your peers, and more. With new online services in 
Illustrator CS4, you can take your ideas to the next level.

Adobe Community Help. Get the power of an online search engine within your Illustrator 
CS4 software, but with more targeted results thanks to Adobe Community Help. Searchable 
content includes the comprehensive product-specific Help that Adobe has always delivered, 
plus additional Adobe and third-party content chosen by experts at Adobe and in the design 
and production communities. With Adobe Community Help, you can find the focused 
answers you need, fast. (Internet connection required for extended content.) 

Acrobat.com. Acrobat.com is a set of online services—file sharing and storage, PDF conver- 
ter, online word processor, and web conferencing—that you can use to create and share 
documents, communicate in real time, and simplify working with others. Thanks to the 
connection between one of the Acrobat.com services, Adobe ConnectNow, and Illustrator 
CS4, you can meet live over the web to share your screen, present creative concepts and 
ideas, and brainstorm with up to two online guests for no additional service charge. To 
share your screen with colleagues and clients, choose File > Share My Screen. Guests can 
then see your desktop on their screens as you work. You can exchange ideas using the chat 
pod, add a live video or audio feed, or use the Whiteboard feature to enable guests to 
comment on content. You can even temporarily hand over control of the screen to a guest to 
collaborate on a file. Additional Acrobat.com services, such as Share, Create PDF, My Files, 
and Adobe Buzzword, are accessible via your web browser. (Internet connection required.)

Adobe Kuler™. Explore, create, and share color themes with Adobe Kuler. Kick start       
your creative projects with color inspiration from the online Kuler community. Browse 
thousands of themes by newest, most popular, or highest rated; or search themes by tag 
word, title, or creator. Themes can be downloaded and moved to your Swatches panel with  
a single click. You can also upload colors from your Swatches panel to share with others. 
(Internet connection required for community functionality.)

 
Adobe Bridge Home. Visit Adobe Bridge Home—an online channel available in Adobe 
Bridge CS4—and stay up to date with what’s new from Adobe and the design, web 
development, and video and audio production communities at large. Watch the latest video 
tutorials for Illustrator CS4, listen to a podcast interview with a leading designer, or learn 
about the next training event in your community. Discover tips and resources that can help 
you work smarter and faster. (Internet connection required.) 

Illustrator CS4 includes a Kuler panel, 
which enables browsing and 
searching Kuler themes from inside 
Illustrator. Download themes from 
the online Kuler community directly 
to your Swatches panel.

What’s new in Adobe Bridge CS4
Adobe Bridge CS4—included with Illustrator CS4 
—is a visual file browser that helps you search, 
view, and sort through many assets to quickly 
find the ones you want. New features and 
enhancements include:

•	Faster performance from startup to browsing, 
including an option to display previews 
embedded in raw images 

•	Easier access to task-based workspaces

•	A new List view with rich data and familiar 
sorting controls

•	Built-in preview and creation of HTML and Flash 
web galleries, and PDF contact sheets

•	One-click full-screen previews

•	Collections for organizing related assets in 
freeform or search-based virtual groups—even 
when assets are spread across multiple folders

•	Fast, detailed search results thanks to tight 
integration with Spotlight in Mac OS X and 
Desktop Search in Windows Vista®

•	New review modes, such as Carousel View for 
quickly cycling through assets

•	Smart analysis and auto-stacking of High 
Dynamic Range (HDR) and panoramic images 
for handoff to Photoshop

•	New support for previewing 3D images

•	Camera Raw improvements, including 
non-destructive application of dodge, burn, 
sharpen, and other adjustments
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Part of the Adobe Creative Suite 4 family
Adobe Illustrator CS4 is integral to the Adobe Creative Suite 4 family of products, providing 
a vector graphics environment that serves as the foundation for design across media.

Illustrator complements the other components of Adobe Creative Suite 4 Design Premium 
software for creating resolution-independent graphics that easily move among products and 
out to print, web, interactive, and mobile media. Design Premium provides all the tools you 
need to deliver your designs across media in a unified, intuitive environment.

Also a component of Adobe Creative Suite 4 Web Premium software, Illustrator CS4 is the 
key for building rich vector assets for use on the web and in interactive experiences, and for 
creating lightweight assets for mobile content. Web Premium provides a complete solution 
for creating and maintaining interactive websites, applications, user interfaces, mobile 
device content, presentations, and other digital experiences.

For film, video, audio, and interactive media, get Adobe Creative Suite 4 Production 
Premium software, which includes Illustrator CS4 as the foundation for building creative 
assets for use in video and film. Production Premium is a total post-production solution, 
with tighter-than-ever integration between video, audio, and design tools for a smooth 
workflow from concept to delivery.

Adobe Creative Suite 4 Master Collection software is your premier solution for professional 
creative work, including, of course, Illustrator CS4—the key to creating the vector graphics 
that are the basis of your designs. Master Collection combines the best of Adobe Creative 
Suite 4 Design Premium, Web Premium, and Production Premium editions, giving you 
advanced productivity features so you can create content for virtually all media using one 
value-packed offering.

Availability and pricing
Adobe Illustrator CS4 will be available in North America for an estimated street price of 
US$599, directly from Adobe or through Adobe Authorized Resellers. To order directly 
from Adobe, visit the Adobe Store at www.adobe.com or call 1-800-833-6687.

Licensed owners of Illustrator CS3, Illustrator CS2, or Illustrator CS can upgrade to Adobe 
Illustrator CS4 for US$199. 

Licensed owners of Illustrator CS3, Illustrator CS2, or Illustrator CS are also eligible for 
special upgrade pricing to certain editions of Adobe Creative Suite 4. 

Owners of FreeHand 9, 10, or MX, and owners of CorelDRAW can switch to Illustrator CS4 
for US$199. 

A complete description of upgrade eligibility and pricing is available in a separate Pricing 
Overview document. For volume licensing information, contact an Adobe Licensing Center 
or go to www.adobe.com. 

Estimated street prices do not include taxes, shipping, handling, or other related expenses. 
Information on pricing and support policies outside of North America and for Education 
customers will be available separately.

About Adobe Systems Incorporated
Adobe revolutionizes how the world engages with ideas and information—anytime, any-
where, and through any medium. For more information, visit www.adobe.com.
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Mac OS
•	PowerPC® G4 or G5 or Intel® processor

•	Mac OS X v10.4.11–10.5.4

•	512MB of RAM (1GB recommended)

•	2GB of available hard-disk space for installation; 
additional free space required during 
installation (cannot install on a volume that 
uses a case-sensitive file system or on flash-
based storage devices)

•	1,024x768 display (1,280x800 recommended) 
with 16-bit video card

•	DVD-ROM drive

•	QuickTime 7 software required for multimedia 
features

•	Broadband Internet connection required for 
online services

Windows
•	2GHz or faster processor

•	Microsoft® Windows® XP with Service Pack 2 
(Service Pack 3 recommended) or Windows 
Vista® Home Premium, Business, Ultimate, or 
Enterprise with Service Pack 1 (certified for 
32-bit Windows XP and Windows Vista)

•	512MB of RAM (1GB recommended)

•	2GB of available hard-disk space for installation; 
additional free space required during 
installation (cannot install on flash-based 
storage devices)

•	1,024x768 display (1,280x800 recommended) 
with 16-bit video card

•	DVD-ROM drive

•	Broadband Internet connection required for 
online services

For updates to system requirements, visit www.
adobe.com/products/illustrator/systemreqs.

Expected ship date
Fourth quarter 2008

For more information
For more details about Adobe Illustrator CS4, 
visit www.adobe.com/illustrator.


